Maiden Beech School is amiddie schoo

for children between the ages of 9-13, maintained
by Somerset County Council and which serves the
town of Crewkerne and surrounding communities.
Most of our pupils come from first schools in
Crewkerne, Haselbury Plucknett, Hinton St. George,
Merriott and Misterton. However, many pupils do

come from further afield and the Head is always

interested to hear from parents who would like
to visit the school to discuss what it may offer
to their child.

The school is situated on an attractive elevated
site to the south of the town and has specialist
facilities for Science, well equipped Art, Design
and Technology areas, Computer Networks, a
Library and Learning Resources Centre, a Drama
Room and a Music Suite with practice rooms
attached. The extensive grounds also provide
opportunities for Environmental Education and for
a variety of sports including athletics, cricket,
tennis, basketball, netball, cross-country, rugby
and soccer in which the school has an enviable
reputation.
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Headteacher’s
Statement

Middle School education provides a unique opportunity for young
people to take advantage of a head-start with specialist tuition in all
areas of the curriculum. At Maiden Beech we have high expectations
of all the pupils in our care and emphasis is placed on vital academic
progress.

However, we also recognise the importance of personal and social
development and aim to provide close support and monitoring through
staff committed to serving the needs of individuals. Four times awarded
the accolade of * | n v eirs-R @0 p, we can confidently claim to have
a team of teachers and technical staff genuinely committed to provide
challenging and enjoyable experiences for them all.

In spite of the major changes which are sweeping through schools at
the present time and whilst we respond fully to them, it is important that
we do not lose sight of the educational and personal needs of
individual youngsters in our care. To do this, we rely heavily on the
partnership we have with parents. Throughout their time with us,
Maiden Beech parents are always welcome to contact us, to become
involved with us and to develop the importance of the unique place

they have in their chil dés educat.i
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The School’s Aims

Our Statement of Intent

The School intends to provide for all pupils a happy, caring and
challenging environment in which they will receive a balanced,
broadly-based curriculum designed to help develop lively, enquiring
minds, the ability to question and argue rationally and which
promotes the acquisition of knowledge and skill. Whilst respecting
what pupils can do now, we will help them respond to the
opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life, in particular
their understanding of the world in which they live and the
importance of their contribution to its future development.

In this we recognise ....

1. that the education of all pupils is held to be of equal value
and equality of opportunity is provided for all pupils to meet
individual needs.

2. the need to offer the widest range of learning opportunities to
develop knowledge and skills appropriate to life-long learning: for
example; academic, analytical, numerical, investigative, creative,
communicative, aesthetic and technological, moral and physical.

3. the importance of appropriate teaching and active learning methods.
4. the need for a supportive, disciplined and stimulating environment.

5. the need for an understanding and tolerance of other races, religions and
cultures.

6. the contribution made by success and personal achievement in
the development of confidence, self-respect and commitment.

7. the i mportance of devel opi mgaremess,h pupi |l ' s
for taking responsibility and for evaluating his or her progress, achievements and

the identification of subsequent goals.

8. the importance of partnership between school, home and community.

9. the importance of helping pupils develop as responsible

members of society who have respect for themselves, other and the world in which

we live.

10. the importance of developing all staff professionally in support of these aims.



The Curriculum

The curriculum at Maiden Beech aims to introduce each pupil to a

wide range of experiences, knowledge and skill. We encourage

independent learning and personal reflection and we work hard to

make lessons and other activities relevant, challenging and fun i

creating and word processing books for younger children in English,

firing rockets in Science, building bridges in Design Technology,

making a sarcophagus i n | ntsdgdrc&ktsed i Dt
Geography to measure river flows and erosion... the list is endless.

We strive to build pupeadlfertnsof onf i dence
success. Appropriate technology and teaching aids are used in

harness with a variety of teaching and learning styles including role

play, group work, research work and t
Homework

All children at Maiden Beech do homework. Homework is planned as

part of the school 6s | earning program

as a vital part of the education that the children receive. There is a
carefully planned homework programme for each subject accessible
online. This enables pupils where appropriate to utilise the internet,
submit their work directly to the teacher and have it marked and
returned the same way. A Homework Club is available before and
after school during term time.
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The extended curriculum

The 0 e x tularggranme gives our pupils a choice of
opportunities to complement and extend their education.

A variety of clubs, teams, and activities take place outside of school
hours and the pupils take part enthusiastically in the programme

which changes each term. These are some of the activities which were
available last year:

Music and Drama

A Individual and group instrumental t
Guitar, Keyboard, Clarinet, Flute, Drums, Brass, Recorder, Violin, Singing

School Choirs

Wi n drass Grdup

Early Music Group

School Orchestr a

Stage School

South Somerset Yout h Orchestra
School Concerts

ieving success
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The Curriculum

Sport

A Football, Rugby, Netball, H
Triathlon, Rounders and Athletics, Basketball, Cross Country
Running, Golf, Cycling, Huff and Puff, Ultimate Frisbee

A Competitive Sports Matches

Other activities

A Library

A Computer Club

A Technology Club
A Model Rail way

A Able Pupilsd Activities
A Dance

A Foreign Languages
A Latin

A Homework Club

A S c i movatien Alvards

A Word Pl ay

A Film Club

Music

Maiden Beech School has an outstanding reputation for music.
There are four levels of involvement for pupils in our busy schedule:

Aln the class group as part of music lessons.

Aln an ensemble (all strings or voices, for example).
These usually meet at lunchtime or after school and tuition in these
groups is free of charge.

AThrough individual tuition, by visiting specialists. This is available
for most orchestral instruments as well as guitar, percussion, piano
and singing and there is a charge to parents.

Aln advanced groups. The school organises the South Somerset
Youth Orchestra for older pupils. Younger pupils showing particular aptitude
and commitment may participate by invitation or audition.

Trips and visits

To complement the work done in the classroom we have a lively
schedule of trips and visits which make use of the locality and also to
places of interest further afield.



Support for learning

The achievement culture

The high achievement and good discipline we expect of pupils rests on

two parallel aims:

A one is a high degree adliangeupi | respo
A a correspondingly high degree of pu
challenge generated by the staff.

We monitor performance in these for every pupil in every lesson

and acknowledge achievement in behaviour, homework, personal

organisation, commitment and so on through a system of rewards.

Each pupil s Achievement points total
6pupil portal 6.

The Form Tutor

The key person for each pupil at Maiden Beech is the Form Tutor. This
is because we know how important it is for each pupil in our care to
build a special relationship with one teacher. The Form Tutor will get to
know your son or daughter very well and will be there to offer help,
support or advice when it is needed. The Tutor also closely monitors
the academic and social development of the children in his or her
group and will be keen to meet and communicate regularly with you.

togeth

Progress reports

A comprehensive database of achievement is kept for each pupil in
each subject. Regular updates enable us to offer progress reports at
short notice as well as a termly report.

IeVINg SUCCEeSS
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Additional educational needs

Pupils with identified additional educational needs receive
support on an individual, small group or in-class support
basis depending upon the nat
needs. This includes highly able pupils for whom there are
also specialist members of staff. Progress is carefully
monitored and parents are kept fully informed. We work
closely with the Local Authority which has responsibility for
making appropriate provision for pupils with a Statement of
Special Educational Needs. Special provision for pupils
with mobility difficulties has been addressed by the addition
of ramps and a lift to the first floor. This ensures access to
all parts of the building. To support pupils with
communication difficulties we have staff fully trained in STC
(Somerset Total Communication) techniques.

Teaching groups
Initially all pupils are taught in multi-ability classes mainly in their Tutor
Groups, and with the additional support of Learning Support Assistants.

Setting or grouping according to ability occurs later in certain subjects as the
need arises.




Partnership with
parents and pupils

We welcome and encourage close links with home and do this in a
number of ways:

THE PARENT FORUM involves parents from across the school meeting
with the Senior Leadership Team to share ways in which the school can
develop and also support parents in their desire to help educate their
children.

‘* STUDENT &ctoh ©dn's are formed from interested volunteers
who take an active role in suggesting improvements to the school and
helping to bring them about.

PERSONAL TUTORIALS Pupils have a personal meeting with their Form
Tutor to discuss their academic progress and contribution to the school.

PARENT CONSULTATIONS take place for each year group during the
day and early evening, providing an opportunity to meet Form Tutors.
Opportunities to meet individual teachers are available on request.
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CURRICULUM INSIGHT EVENINGSThese ar-endéhaepdsi ons f
parents and pupils allowing us to demonstrate the types of work and
approaches to learning adopted at Maiden Beech.

THE PARENT PORTAL provides secure online access for parents to
information about their children and news and information about events in
school. It also provides a secure communication channel for parents and
teachers.

THE STUDY FOLDER helps pupils to organise themselves and their work
assignments.

PROGRESS REPORTS outlining achievements and targets are sent termly.

The FORM TUTOR maintains contact with parents over all matters to do
with the pupil.

The MAIDEN BEECH ASSOCIATION is a fundraising organisation for
parents and friends of the school.

ieving success

PARENTS & VOLUNTEERS WORKING WITH TEACHERS IN SCHOOL
help by listening to readers, accompanying groups on trips or providing an
extra pair of hands in practical activities. Their support is particularly
welcomed.

Ach



GENERAL INFORMATION

Chair of Governors School Address
Mrs Sue Weeks Maiden Beech School
Lyme Road, Crewkerne, Somerset,
TA18 8HG
Headteacher Tel: 01460 72677 Fax: 01460 74266
John Broad Email: office@maidenbeech.net
Information Activities taking place outside of school or which

The law requires that your attention is drawn to
the availability of the following:

The LA (Local Authority) statement of curriculum
policy, t he Governing
curriculum aims, statutory instruments, circulars
and a@ministrative memoranda relating to powers
and duties under the Education Reform Act,
Of sted reports, t he
the LAOGs agreed
procedure for the consideration of complaints.

This is the formal legal regrement. We hope
you will find this booklet, our newsletters and the
various functions arranged for parents rather more
useful and comprehensible. Do ask if you want
more information.

Transport Arrangements

You are entitled to free transport for yoctild
provided Maiden Beech is your nearest school and
you live at least three miles by road from school.
Exceptionally, for reasons of road safety, a free
bus is now provided for children from Merriott
and Haselbury Plucknett.  Arrangements for
transportare made by the Transport Officer in the
Education Department, County Hall, Taunton and
enquiries should be made to that department. (Tel
01823 355683).

Charging Information

The School Governors have adopted a policy
which supports the existing prinégp of free
education but which allows schools to invite
contributions.

school
sy | | ab uSincefthg remopagof theplasal quthak y ¢ 3\ 5 §

involve entrance fees and travel costs are those for
which we will continue to ask for your financial
support.

Other activiies involving charges are individual
ingtgimentatuition ang epstseanining from figished
products to be taken home from practical subjects
like Design Technology (where you have not
contributed the materials already).

6s written curricul

fund to support the children of families in receipt
of Family Income Supplement we are no longer
able to reclaim the full costs. There is therefore
no automatic entitlement for a child to take part
free of charge in any activity for whichabarge
may legitimately be made.

It is important to remember that no child will be
prevented from taking part in any activity which is
deemed t o be part of
curriculum. Only those activities which are
regarded as optional extras Wk rechargeable.

Complaints Procedure

A formal procedure is available for complaints by
parents and others but it is hoped that wherever
possible the relationship between parents and
school will be such that these matters can be
resolved by the Headtelaer.

Should any matter need to go further then the
Governors and the Local Authority have

procedures to enable this. Details are available
from the Clerk to the Governors at the school.

Although the information in this booklet is correct at the tofipublication, it should not be assumed that there will be no changes affecting 2010/2011 or subsequent years



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

MAIDEN BEECH SCHOOL RESULTS

KEY TO TABLES . o
These tables show the percentage of Year 6 children achieving each level at

Maiden Beeh School in 2010. (The figures may not total 100% because of
D Pupils woking at the rounding).
levels of the tests, but|
unable to access TEACHER ASSESSMENT
th?m, fgrtmally Percentage at each level
referred to as
- . Total Level
disapplied. w1 2 3 4 5 6 D A, ondabove
A Represents pupils English 1 0 3 12 50 33 O 0 0 83
who have failed to Mathematics 1 3 3 10 48 36 O 0 0 83
register a level due to Science 0O 0 O 8 55 3 2 0 O 92
absence.
. TEST RESULTS
w Rﬁpresents Euplls Percentage at each level
who are working Below Total
OF‘:‘(’)aLaS een‘:)et o u Level 3 4 5 D A Level 4
who hav y 3* and above
achieved the -
standards needed for English 4 10 43 39 1 3 83
Level 1. Reading 5 6 35 51 1 2 86
) Writing 3 17 50 25 1 3 76
REPIELENS PUTS Mathematics 5 10 48 35 1 1 83
who were not entered
for the tests because
they were working NATIONAL RESULTS
below Level 3 in These tables show tipercentage of Year 6 children achieving each level nationally in 2
English, Mathematics TEACHER ASSESSMENT
or Science: pupils Total
awarded a w1 2 3 4 5 6 D A Level4
compensatory level and above
from the tests; and English 1 1 4 15 49 30 0 0 0 79
pupils entered for but -
not achievinga level Mathematics 0 1 3 15 46 33 0 0 0 79
from the tests. Science 1 1 2 11 48 38 0 0 0 86
TEST RESULTS
Percentage at each level
Below Total
Level 3 4 5 D A Level 4
3* and above
English 6 14 51 29 0 1 80
Reading 7 7 38 47 0 1 85
Writing 5 27 48 19 0 0 67
Mathematics 5 15 44 35 0 1 79




THE CURRICULUM

These are the subjects we teach to pupils at Maiden Beech with current weekly time allocations:

SUBJECT YEAR 5 YEAR 6 YEAR 7 YEAR 8
Art 1hr 1hr 1hr 1hr
Design Technology 1hr 2 hrs 2 hrs
History Insti?cr{?égd 1hr 2 hrs 2 hrs
Geography AL IS 1 hr 2 hrs 2 hrs

RE 1hr 1 hr 1hr
_Irr;fé)hrrr]l;zli;igo; 1hr 1hr 1 hr 1hr
English 5 hrs 5 hrs 4 hrs 4 hrs
Drama 1hr 1hr 1hr 1hr
Maths 5 hrs 5 hrs 3 hrs 3 hrs
Science 4 hrs 4 hrs 3 hrs 3 hrs
Music 1hr 1hr 1hr 1hr
PE/Games 2 hrs 2 hrs 2 hrs 2 hrs
French 1lhr 1hr 2 hrs 2 hrs
Tutorial/PSHE* 1 hr 40 mins 1 hr 40 mins 1 hr 40 mins 1 hr 40 mins
TOTAL PER WEEK | 26 hrs 40 mins 26 hrs 40 mins 26 hrs 40 mins 26 hrs 40 mins

* PSHE is Personal Social and Health Education.

Some of the time isvgn over the legally required
wo r s hSeyEdueaion s affered aspars of thenchriicyldm

coll ective

0Thought of
child from collective act of worship but only after

act of
t he

consulting the Headteacher.

Citizenship education is about helping young
peopleunderstand the rights and responsibilities

Daybo6.

and
maturity.

Sex Education

content

Teaching stresses a clear

fov all pupile anyYears i6,t 7haddr8aand the meaiur

t h
moral

refl ect

framework and the importance of the family. We

invite parents to an introductory session before the
commencement of the programme and you may, if

they have as members of society and is delivered you wish, choos¢o withdraw your child from it.
as an integral part of curriculum subject areas.



UNIFORM

We are proud of the smartness of our children and everyone wears a uniform. We hope you will want
help us continue this tradition. The uniform detailed below is based on colours and items which can
obtained from Relude Sports in Market Street, Crewkerne. An order form giving the full range of available

items is included for your convenience. This should be returned direct to Prelude Sports.

Everyday Wear
BOYS GIRLS

Sweatshirt Navy Blue V V
Polo Shirt White \V/ V
Trousers Charcoal Grey/Black (full length) V
Trousers, SKirt or Plain Navy Blue/Black V
Culottes
Socks Navy Blue, White or Grey vV V
Shoes Black or Brown vV V

Sensible low heeled
SUMMER OPTION
Shorts Navy Blue (walking length) V Vv
Skirt Navy Blue (cotton) V
Uniform for PE

BOYS GIRLS

Rugby Shirt Royal Blue, Long Sleeves V V
T-Shirt White, Plain, Round Necked vV V
Games Skirt with PE Royal Blue V
Knickers or Shorts
Shorts Royal Blue V
Socks Royal Blue V V
Sports Shirt Royal Blwe, Long Sleeved, V V

e.g. Football or Rugby
Trainers - vV V
Towel - V V
Swimming Trunks - V
Swimming Costume - V
Studded Boots - V V
Shin Pads - \V \V
Mouth Guards - \V \V
Track Suit (optional) For winter use V V
Sweatshirt (optional) Royal Blue V V

No Jewellery to be worn at any time during PE lessons, including ear studs.



TERM DATES 2010/2011

AUTUMN TERM 2010
Term begins

Half term

Term ends

SPRING TERM 2011
Term begins

Half term

Term ends

SUMMER TERM 2011
Term begins

Early May Bank Holiday
Half term

Term ends

Friday 3 September
Friday 22 Octobeir Monday 1 November

Friday 17 December

Tuesday 4 January
Friday 18 February Friday 25 February

Friday 8 April

Tuesday 26 April
Monday 2 May
Monday 30 Mayi Monday 6 June

Friday 22 dily

TIMES OF SCHOOL SESSIONS

Monday - Friday
Morning

Afternoon

8.55am 1.35 pm

2.15 pmi 3.35 pm



